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and, of course, also that of Minister for Foreign Affairs.
Another declares that he is thinking of withdrawing
from all co-operation in Prussian internal affairs.    It
should be pointed out in reply that the foregoing e of
course' is in direct contradiction to the facts,    "We have
it on the best authority that the Prince has no idea of
resigning the office of Minister for Foreign Affairs, and,
consequently, does not intend to retire from the Prussian
Ministry of State.    In  view  of the close connection
existing between Prussia and Germany, such a course
would be inconceivable, unless he were at the same time
to give up the Chancellorship of the Empire.    On the
other hand, the rumour in question is correct to the
extent that the Prince desires to be relieved of the
Presidency   of   the   Prussian   Council   of   Ministers.
Therefore,  in future,  if   the   Emperor  approves,   the
Prince will hold the positions, first of German Imperial
Chancellor, together with that of Chief Prussian Repre-
sentative in the Federal Council, and will remain Minister
for Foreign Affairs, and as such retain his seat in the
Prussian Ministry.    The Prince's reasons for resigning
the  Presidency of the Prussian Council of Ministers
and restricting his share in the administration of Prussia
are, in the first place, the absolute impossibility of con-
tinuing to devote the necessary energy to the duties of
the various offices which he has hitherto held without
danger to his health, which, by the way, is now happily
restored.   Under the ' collegial' system which prevails
in the Prussian Ministry, the Presidency requires the
undivided attention of a statesman in robust health.
The  same  applies  equally to  the   office   of   Foreign
Minister for the Empire, as well as to the other duties
devolving upon the Prince as Imperial Chancellor.    As
it is, it will be a severe effort for him to perform the
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